
WALKING IN THE LIGHT CONTINUALLY 
 
This week’s Torah reading starts off with Exo 27:20:  “And you, you are to command the 
children of Yisrael to bring you clear oil of pressed olives for the light, to cause the lamp to 
burn continually.”  The Hebrew word for lamp in this verse is “ner” – the word that forms 
the basis for the well-known word “menorah”, referring to the candlestick with seven arms 
that is by far the most iconic symbol associated with the worship of Yahweh, that we may 
find in Scriptures.  Somehow, none of the popular modern-day religious symbols like David 
stars, Pentagrams, Yin and Yangs, Handpalms, Fish symbols, Peace signs, Wheels with 
spokes, Hammers and Sickles, Swastika’s, Moon crescents and stars, All-seeing Eyes, 
Celtic crosses, Tau crosses, Jerusalem crosses, Coptic crosses, Maltese crosses, 
Patriarchal crosses, Papal crosses, Latin crosses, and many others, are associated with 
the worship of Yahweh in Scriptures. Only the symbol of the menorah is singled out, 
because of the immense importance of LIGHT in the believers daily walk with Yahweh. 
The lamp in the dwelling place of Yahweh had to burn continually, because the followers 
of Yahweh need his light continually. If we have to get along without his light in our lives, 
we can just as well give up all hope in this world.  And, what is more, if the world in which 
we live, completely disregards the light of Yahweh and imagines that it can produce its 
own light, it will soon find itself entirely immersed in darkness. 
 
In this week’s reading portion there are 7 things, altogether, that had to happen continually 
(Heb “tameed”).  In some way or other, each of these 7 aspects is related to the 
importance of the light of Yahweh in one’s life: (1) The lamp in the tabernacle had to burn 
continually (27:20); (2) The names of the children of Israel had to be carried in the 
breastplate of the High Priest (close to his heart) continually (28:29: symbolic of being 
close to Yahweh – or walking in the light – continually); (3) The urim and the tummim, 
representing the judgement (or the light of Yahweh in legal matters) had to be carried in 
the high priest’s breastplate continually (28:30); (4) The turban with the words “Set-apart to 
Yahweh” should remain on the head of the high priest continually (28:38 – if those who 
belong to Yahweh do not set their minds upon being set-apart to Yahweh, they will NOT 
be able to reflect Yahweh’s light into this world); (5) Two lambs had to be offered to 
Yahweh each day, continually, and the fire used for this offering was just one more 
reminder of the need for the continuous presence of Yahweh’s light in this world (29:38); 
(6) The continual burnt offering had to take place at the door of the tabernacle to 
symbolize Yahweh’s continuous engagement with his people – there He will meet and 
speak with them so that his light may drive away the darkness in their lives, continually 
(29:42) and (7) Once again the lamps are mentioned specifically: Each time the lamps are 
set alight, incense should be burnt with them, so that both the light and the fragrance, 
representing the difference that Yahweh makes, may be spread into the world (30:8). 
 
The Messianic portion that is suggested as an additional reading to accompany the Torah 
reading for this week, is Mat 5:13-20.  The theme of the light resulting from being 
connected with Yahweh, may be seen very clearly in this passage.  Mat 5:14  “You are the 
light of the world,” Y’shua tells his followers in Mat 5:14-16, “It is impossible for a city to be 
hidden on a mountain.  Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a 
lampstand, and it shines to all those in the house. Let your light so shine before men, so 
that they see your good works and praise your Father who is in the heavens.”  It is part of 
the essence of light that it allows people in the vicinity of that light to see better.  It is a 
terrible thing if a person cannot see.  If you cannot see, you will stumble, you will hurt 



yourself, your judgment will be impaired, your movement will be restricted and, quite simply, your life 
will be difficult and full of obstacles.   
 

How does it happen that someone who chooses to follow Yahweh, comes to see the light?  The 
answer that we find in Scriptures is that the Word of Yahweh is a source of light to those who follow 
Him.  Ps 19:8  “The command of Yahweh is clear, enlightening the eyes”;   Ps 119:105  “Your word is 
a lamp to my feet And a light to my path”;   Ps 119:130 “The opening up of Your words gives light”;  
Pro 6:23  “For the command is a lamp, and the Torah is a light.”  How ironical that the most ancient 
and most influential and most authentic collection of literature that this world has ever seen (the 
Biblical Scriptures), provides the world with the secret of light, but still the majority prefers to go and 
look for that secret in other places!  Yahweh’s own people continued to return to a life of darkness, 
despite the light shining forth from his words and Torah.  That is why the Almighty made the decision 
to send his own Son to this world.  The sending of His Son was intended to be the embodiment of His 
words and his light.   Now it was possible to see the light – the origin and the magnitude and the 
results of walking in pure light – in the person of Y’shua.   
 

So many people have their own opinions with regards to Y’shua’s statement that He did not come to 
destroy the Torah, but to fulfil the Torah.  The important thing that many of these people often don’t 
see, is that this statement was made directly after the statement about the light of this world and the 
foolishness of putting a lamp under a basket.  So, what Y’shua came to do was the exact opposite of 
putting a lamp under a basket – the exact opposite of covering up or destroying the Torah.  No, He 
came to fulfil Torah.  He came to open up Torah completely.  He came to demonstrate Torah. He 
came to show the power and the freedom and the endless possibilities of Torah.  He came to confirm 
and to re-enlighten the words of Yahweh.  He came to remove all the buckets and the shadings and 
the filters that people have put upon the words of Yahweh.  The TRUE LIGHT that is able to bring light 
even into the darkest corners of our lives, came into this world.  You cannot have light without the 
Words of Yahweh.  And you cannot have the Words of Yahweh and the genuine Torah without the 
light that Yahweh Himself had provided – the light that will enable us to see more clearly and 
understand more fully. 
 

What was true in the time of Y’shua, is also true today: men (and women) love the darkness rather 
than the light (John 3:19). They don’t choose darkness ahead of light deliberately – of course they 
have a desire for light – but they have limited knowledge of the words and the Word of Yahweh and 
therefore they fail to distinguish properly between darkness and light. They are trying their best to walk 
in this dark world, but they do not have the lamp of Yahweh’s words to see where they are going. 
Without realizing it, they have stepped into the most classical vicious circle of all: because they have 
chosen darkness, they start to hate the light and does not come to the light and choose light, lest their 
works should be exposed (John 3:20). No wonder Y’shua said to his disciples many times: “You shall 
be hated by all because of My Name” (Luk 21:17). 
 

The fact that we, here in South Africa, and also elsewhere in the world, have come to see the light and 
have experienced the privilege of being immersed in this light, is a genuine fulfilment of prophesy.  
There are more than one prophesies to this effect but the one prophesy that stands out and was 
emphasized also by the early apostles, is Isaiah 49:6:  “Shall it be a small matter for You to be My 
Servant and to raise up the tribes of Yaakov and to bring back the preserved ones of Yisrael? And I 
shall give You as a light to the nations, to be My deliverance to the ends of the earth!” Shaúl and 
Barnabas came to Antioch (Acts 13) and started speaking to those who attended the Shabbat meeting 
in the synagogue, mostly Jews.  After the meeting some of the non-Jews of the city came to them and 
asked if Shaúl and Barnabas would speak to them too, because they were eager to hear their words.  
So, on the next Shabbat, almost the entire city of Antioch came to listen to Shaúl and Barnabas.  
When the Jews saw the crowds, they were filled with jealousy (Acts 13:45). But the apostles were 
favoured by Yahweh to see the light clearly and told the Jews, “The word of Elohim was spoken to you 
first, but since you thrust it away, you judged yourselves unworthy of everlasting life.” And then they 
quoted the prophesy of Isaiah 49 concerning the One whom Yahweh would send as a light to the 
nations.  Let us embrace the fact that Yahweh has chosen us as non-Jews to be included in the realm 
of his light.  Let us not be like those who remain seated forever in the darkness and the shadow of 
death (Luk 1:79).  Let us remember that Elohim is pure light and that it is impossible to follow Him 
properly, while allowing for any part of our being to be controlled by darkness.   


