
WHO ARE WE AND WHAT DO WE BELIEVE? (6) 
 
We have come to the all important question: "What does Yahweh require from us?" Some people 
may feel that there is no place for a question like this when giving an account of the dimensions of 
one's belief. There is a tendency within mainline Christianity to downplay the importance of works 
and Scriptural commandments whenever the subject of belief or salvation is being discussed. 
Oftentimes the writings of the apostle Shaul (Paul) are being quoted in this regard. Without 
entering into a discussion about the proper understanding of the writings of Shaul, we should state 
clearly that we fully endorse the Scriptural principle that belief without works is dead (Yaáqov / 
James 2:20-26) and that we do not wish to waste our time running after a belief that is dead. In 
this regard we are wisely reminded by Kepha (Peter) that - ever since the early apostolic period - 
people who were untaught and unstable, led away by the delusion of the lawless, have been 
twisting the writings of Shaul and thereby paved the way for their own unsteadiness and 
destruction (2 Kepha / 2 Peter 3:14-18). Having seen (and experienced) this pattern in our own 
day, we may add: People like this (especially those in positions of leadership) have not only paved 
the way for their own destruction - they have also paved the way for the destruction of others. The 
message of Scriptures is clear: Yahweh requires of his people to follow after Him, to obey his 
words and to engage in righteous living. Those who do the words of Yahweh and pursue his 
pattern of righteousness, shall live (Wayyikra / Leviticus18:5; Devarim / Deuteronomy 4:1; 5:33; 
8:1; 16:20; Yechezkel / Ezekiel 20:11; Luke 10:28) and those who choose to obey Him, will be 
blessed (Wayyikra / Leviticus 26:3-13; Devarim / Deuteronomy 11:26-27; 15:5-6; 28:2; 30:16; 
Tehillim / Psalms 19:11; YeshaYahu 1:19; Matt 5:6; Luke 11:28; Yahuchanan / John 13:17; Rev 
22:14). Those, on the other hand, who disregard and disobey the words of Yahweh, will reap the 
fruit of their works of disobedience and will not be rewarded, but punished, instead (Devarim / 
Deuteronomy 11:26-28; 28:15; YeshaYahu / Isaiah 1:20; Matt 25:46; 2 Cor 5:10; Gal 6:7; 
Ephesians 5:6; Colossians 3:6; Rev 20:12). Let us now try to establish more specifically what it is 
that Yahweh requires from us, according to Scriptures. 
 
It is Yahweh's requirement that we should love and honour and exalt Him above everything else 
and that we should love and respect and value other people (co-existing in this world, together 
with us) like we do ourselves. These two commandments are the essence and combined 
summary of both the ten words ("ten commandments") and the other ("smaller") commandments 
contained in the Pre-Messianic and Messianic Scriptures. None of the "smaller" commandments 
have been "cancelled" or "blotted out" in favour of these two "great" commandments. The 
"smaller" commandments serve to provide body and content and application to the two "great" 
commandments. The two "great" commandments, on the other hand, serve to provide clearer 
understanding and perspective and purpose to the "smaller" commandments. Due to changing 
circumstances and practical considerations, it is not always possible or advisable for all Yahweh's 
people to keep every single "smaller" commandment, but even in these circumstances we should 
never doubt the eternal nature of these commandments, nor lose sight of the "greater" 
commandments and that which these commandments serve to establish in our lives. See Matt 
22:34-40; Devarim / Deuteronomy 6:5; 10:12; Wayyikra / Leviticus 19:18; Matt 5:17-20. Against 
the background of this very important first "requirement", we shall now look at a number of derived 
requirements, based on the clear teaching of Scriptures. This is not a complete list and we shall 
only be focusing on requirements that we feel have been neglected or misrepresented to some 
extend, over a very long period of time. 
 
It is Yahweh's requirement that we should not serve or acknowledge (not even make mention of) 
other mighty ones (that is, other "elohim") and never allow anything or anyone to take his 
(Yahweh's) place of sovereignty and superiority in our lives. This requirement is covered by the 
first two commandments of the ten words of Yahweh and is repeated numerously throughout 
Scriptures. See Shemot / Exodus 20:2-6; Devarim / Deuteronomy 6:14; Yahushua / Joshua 24:18-
24; Tehillim / Psalms 81:9; YeshaYahu / Isaiah 45:21; YermeYahu / Jeremiah 25:6; Hoshea 2:17; 
Matt 4:10; 1 Yahuchanan 5:20-21. 



It is Yahweh's requirement that his Name should not be falsified, destroyed or brought to naught. 
This is the true meaning of the third commandment concerning the Name of the Almighty. In a 
effort to "protect" the Name of our Father, the "Jews", and later the "Christians" too, have adopted 
an unscriptural policy of not reading, writing or even pronouncing the Name above all names. This 
has resulted in a direct violation of the third commandment and is not the proper way to honour the 
One who has stated clearly that it is his desire for his people that all the peoples of the earth shall 
see that the Name of Yahweh is called upon them. See Bereshit / Genesis 4:26; 13:4; Shemot / 
Exodus 3:15; 20:7; 34:5; Devarim / Deuteronomy 28:10; 1 Shemuel / 1 Samuel 17:45; 2 Shemuel / 
2 Samuel 22:50; Tehillim / Psalms 9:10; YeshaYahu / Isaiah 42:8; Matt 21:9; Hand 2:21; Rom 
10:13; Rev 15:4. 
 
It is Yahweh's requirement that the seventh day of every week should be kept as a "Shabbat", that 
is, a day of rest, based upon the fact that after six days of creation, Yahweh Himself rested on the 
seventh day. As such, this day is clearly to be considered as set apart and different from any other 
day of the week. For the people of Yahweh this day is both a day of refreshment and a day of 
assembly with fellow believers. No work should be done on this day, no fire should be kindled on 
this day and no buying and selling should take place on this day. The Shabbat serves as a weekly 
reminder that Yahweh will restore all things and lead his people into an eternal seventh "day" of 
rest, at the conclusion of this current dispensation. See Bereshit / Genesis 2:2-3; Shemot 16:23-
30; 20:8-11; 31:12-17; 35:3; Wayyikra / Leviticus 23:2-3; NechemYah / Nehemiah13:15-22; 
YeshaYahu / Isaiah 58:13-14; Matt 24:20; Luke 4:16; Acts 13:44; 15:21; 16:13; 18:4; Ivrim / 
Hebrews 4:9. 
 
It is Yahweh's requirement that his people should observe certain practices that would identify 
them as a set-apart people, such as keeping the Scriptural Feasts (also called "Yahweh's feasts") 
and abstaining from Scripturally unclean food. These practices are not to be rejected as 
"ceremonial" - thorough study will reveal that throughout Scriptures they are being portrayed as 
part and parcel of the lifestyle and moral code of serious believers. Holding onto these practices 
are visible signs of two distinct inward convictions: (1) That the feasts are pointing towards the 
eternal appointed times of Yahweh, featuring his great acts of salvation from the beginning to the 
end of times, and (2) That Yahweh is a set-apart Elohim, completely different from, and exalted 
above all the so-called mighty ones of this world and his set-apartness should clearly transpire in 
the lives of those who associate themselves with Him. See Shemot 12:1-51; Wayyikra / Leviticus 
11:1-47 (notice, in particular, verse 44); 23:1-44; Bemidbar / Numbers 9:2-7; Devarim / 
Deuteronomy 14:1-21; 16:1-8; Ezra 3:4; NechemYah / Nehemiah 8:14; ZecharYah / Zechariah 
14:16-19; Matt 26:17-20; Luke 22:15; Yahuchanan 7:2; Acts 2:1-11; 11:5-10; 18:21; 20:16; Rev 
7:9-17. 


