
WHO ARE WE AND WHAT DO WE BELIEVE? (2) 
 
This question is of extreme importance. Not only for us to "be ready to give an answer to everyone 
asking you a reason concerning the expectation that is in you" (1 Kepha / 1 Peter 3:15), but also 
for us to have clarity and certainty within our own hearts with regards to the foundation and 
building blocks of our belief. Someone has once said: "If you don't know where you are going, any 
road will take you there." Perhaps we can put this another way: "It's easy to find a road that leads 
nowhere, but to find the unique road leading to meaning and purpose in life, takes an effort of 
learning, thinking, choosing, believing, articulating and doing." Learning is important, and our 
Teacher is none less than Yahweh, Himself, through his Spirit in our innermost beings. That's why 
Y'shua's first disciples were called his "talmudim" - those who were willing to be taught by Him. 
 
But learning in itself will not accomplish much. Learning needs to be complemented by a process 
in which the things that one had learned, are being weighed and considered and meditated upon, 
in order to prepare oneself for the stage where definite and clear decisions are to be made. 
Meditation upon the contents of Yahweh's Word played a significant role in the lives of believers 
throughout all ages (see, for example, Yahushua / Joshua 1:8; Tehillim / Psalms 1:2; 19:14; 
119:15). Meditating upon the Words of Yahweh and choosing to make it part and parcel of one's 
belief, will lead to more certainty and steadfastness amidst the uncertainties and variety 
characterising the belief systems of this world. In this regard, someone has once spoken a very 
wise word: "If you forsake a certainty and depend on an uncertainty, you will lose both the 
certainty and the uncertainty." 
 
Let us be determined not to build our belief (and with that, our hope and our trust and our values in 
life) on any unsure foundation or with any poor quality building stones, consisting of uncertainties 
and half-truths and man-made doctrines. Previously, we have focused more on the question "Who 
are we?" or "What do we call ourselves?". In this study we shall engage in the process of 
articulating for ourselves: "What do we believe?" and "What are the certainties that no-one can 
take away from us?" We should always remember that the ones who are in the best position to 
protect that which we hold as certain and foundational and true, are ourselves. Yahweh has not 
only given us the ability to protect the truth, He has also given us the responsibility to protect the 
truth. He has entrusted us with something unique and something of great value. Let us therefore 
never adopt an attitude of slackness or compromise with regards to this precious gift from his own 
hand. 
 
We believe that there is only one "el" (or: mighty one) that may be called "El elyon" (The Most High 
Mighty One - Bereshiet / Genesis 14:19) or "El shaddai" (The Almighty Mighty One - Bereshit / 
Genesis 17:1) or "El Elohim" (The Mighty One of all the mighty ones - Devarim / Deuteronomy 
10:17). The revealed Name of this Mighty One consists of the four Hebrew letters, YHWH, and (to 
our best knowledge) should be pronounced as "Yahweh". The Name "Yahweh" is the Almighty's 
Name for all eternity (Shemot / Exodus 3:15); the Name called upon repeatedly by believers 
throughout the ages (Bereshit / Genesis 13:14, Tehillim / Psalms 99:6); the Name that was meant 
to be declared in all the earth (Shemot / Exodus 9:16); the Name used to place a blessing upon 
the children of Yisrael (Bemidbar / Numbers 6:27); the Name known and set apart by those who 
trusted in Yahweh (YeshaYahu / Isaiah 29:23; 52:6); the Name that holds the key for the salvation 
of mankind (Yoël 2:32); the Name because of which Y'shua the Messiah received the death 
penalty (MattitYahu / Matthew 26:62-66) and the Name that will be written on the foreheads of 
believers upon the second coming of the Messiah (Revelation 14:1). 
 
What's in a Name?, some may want to ask. Why all this emphasis on the Name of the One that we 
confess to be the central Being and the focal point of our belief? Can we not love and honour Him 
and believe in Him without confessing his Name? Is there perhaps more in the Name of Yahweh 
than what people would want us to believe? Scriptures seem to indicate that there is much, much 
more. 
 



In Yahweh's Name we can truly conquer our enemies (2 Divre Hayyamim / 2 Chronicles 14:9-12; 
Tehillim / Psalms 44:5). 
In Yahweh's Name is the delight of his servants (NechemYah / Nehemiah 1:11). 
Yahweh's Name represents the ultimate of our knowledge concerning all the beauty and splendour 
of this world (Tehillim / Psalms 8:1, 9 - "excellent" in these verses is the translation for "adir" which 
comes from a word that means "to expand, to be great, to be magnificent"). 
Yahweh's Name is the "handle" that we may use to present others with the knowledge of our 
Elohim (Tehillim / Psalms 22:22; 45:17). 
Yahweh's Name is about as much as we can manage when it comes to our deep-felt need to bring 
praise and honour to Someone who is far greater than we can ever perceive (Tehillim / Psalms 
63:4; 92:1). 
Yahweh's own Name, and the honour of his Name, is one of the most prominent reasons why He 
is operating in this world (Tehillim / Psalms 23:3; 31:3; 106:8; 143:11; 1 Shemuel / 1 Samuel 
12:22; 1 Melachim / 1 Kings 8:41; Yechezkel / Ezekiel 20:14). 
Yahweh's Name is loved by all who have come to know the true meaning of the ways and the 
words of Yahweh (Tehillim / Psalms 5:11; 69:36; 119:132; YeshaYahu / Isaiah 56:4-6). 
 
Why is it that those who have come to know the Father, through Y'shua the Son, find within their 
own hearts a longing and a willingness to express their love and their respect towards the Father 
by calling on the Name of Yahweh? Maybe it is because it is only natural to call someone you 
know and respect by his name. Maybe it is because Yahweh Himself has placed within each one 
of us the longing and the desire to find meaning and purpose in life by calling upon his Name. Or 
maybe it is a combination of both these reasons - and the fact that Y'shua the Messiah has once 
prayed and revealed: "I have made Your Name known to them, and shall make it known, so that 
the love with which You loved Me might be in them, and I in them" (Yahuchanan / John 17:26). 


