
UNEXPECTED KEYS TOWARDS ENTERING  
THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN 

 
It is suggested that Matthew 21 should be read together with this week’s Torah portion called “Chukat” 
(Num 19:1 – 22:1).  The word “chukat” (plural: “chukkot”) is derived from “chukka” which means 
“appointed custom, manner, ordinance, law or rule” and the idea behind this word is the existence of 
an organized community, guided by proper leadership and a set of rules that is fair to everyone and 
that will ensure that this community is protected against danger from inside and outside and that all the 
people may live in peace and prosperity, as in a kingdom of “shalom” and righteousness.  The 
background of Num 19 – 22 is that the people of Yisrael is on the verge of entering the Promised Land, 
which is often pictured, throughout Scriptures, as a foreshadow (a dress rehearsal!) of the Kingdom of 
Heaven.  Matthew 21 has the Kingdom of Heaven as its central theme, and this may be one of the 
main reasons why this chapter has been connected to this week’s Torah portion.  This chapter 
contains some of Y’shua’s most profound sayings about the Kingdom.  Each one of these sayings 
comes with an element of surprize, making it clear that the ordinances or the “chukkot” of the Kingdom 
of Heaven is not quite what people would expect, and definitely not quite the same as what may be 
seen in the kingdoms of this world.  Let us take a look at seven of these unexpected keys towards 
entering the Kingdom of Heaven, as pointed out by Y’shua the Messiah.  

 
Mat 21:13  And He said to them, “It has been written, ‘My House shall be called a house of prayer,’ but 

you have made it a ‘den of robbers.” 

The key of the absolute honour of Yahweh VS the futile chase after money and riches 
[Joh 2:17 “The zeal for Your house has eaten Me up”] 

 
Mat 21:16 And Y’shua said to them, “Have you never read, ‘Out of the mouth of babes and nurslings 

You have perfected praise?’” 

The key of the simple understanding of children VS the complex arguments of religious leaders 
[Luk 18:17 Whoever does not receive the reign of Elohim as a little child, shall not enter into it] 

 
Mat 21:21-22 “Even if you say to this mountain, ‘Be removed and be thrown into the sea,’ it shall be 

done. And whatever you ask in prayer, believing, you shall receive.”  

The key of unselfish prayer combined with belief VS personal wishes embedded in doubt 
[Pray = “proseuche” = a wish or a request with a destination] 

 
Mat 21:25-27 “The immersion of Yochanan, where did it come from? From heaven or from men? (And 

they answered “We do not know”) … then I do not tell you by what authority I do these.” 

The key of knowing the heavenly authority of Y’shua VS putting your trust in princes 
[Ps 118:8 It is better to take refuge in Yahweh than to trust in man] 

 
Mat 21:31 “Truly, I say to you that tax collectors and whores are entering into the reign of Elohim 

before you (because they refused initially, but repented and then obeyed).”  

The key of doing rather than talking VS making the right noises, but being very slow to act 
[Michael Novak: “Not all of those who cry 'The poor, the poor!' will enter the kingdom of heaven"] 

 
Mat 21:42 Y’shua said to them, “Did you never read in the Scriptures, ‘The stone which the builders 

rejected has become the chief corner-stone. This was from Yahweh …”   

The key of acknowledging the chief corner-stone VS pretending to know like the “experts” 
[Remember: The builders, who are supposed to “know”, rejected this stone] 

 
Mat 21:43 “Because of this (Y’shua being the chief corner-stone) I say to you: the reign of Elohim shall 

be taken from you and given to a nation bringing forth the fruits of it”  

The key of bearing fruit VS a failure to follow Scriptures 
[Mat 8:11 “Many shall come from east and west, and sit down with Avraham and Yitschaq and Ya’akov 
in the kingdom of heaven”]  


