
WHO ARE WE AND WHAT DO WE BELIEVE? (5) 
 
The answer to this question cannot be separated from the answer to another very important 
question: What is Yahweh's revelation concerning his Son, Y'shua? Who Y'shua is, and how his 
coming to this world was portrayed - the works He performed and the things He taught to the ones 
who subsequently became the pillars of the messianic belief - these things will most certainly form 
the backbone of what we believe. We have already established that we see ourselves first and 
foremost as Messianic believers - building our belief on the rock-solid foundation of Y'shua the 
Messiah and coming to a balanced understanding of Scriptures based on the way Y'shua of 
Natsaret both interpreted and fulfilled the Word of Yahweh. 
 
When we say that Y'shua of Natsaret is the foundation of our belief, it should immediately be 
added that this does not necessarily put us in the same category of belief as all those who claim to 
be followers of, or believers in "Jesus of Nazareth". And we are not claiming to be different merely 
because we have chosen to reject the popular, but erroneous name, "Jesus". We are certainly not 
claiming to be different because of some arrogant notion that our belief is more sincere or more 
worthy than the belief of others. We are claiming to be different because of the popularised 
teachings the majority of Christianity have adopted concerning the Messiah - some of which are 
grossly opposed to Scriptures' portrayal of the Messiah and some of which are more subtle, but 
nevertheless devastating deceptions. We shall now try to put into words some of the most 
essential things we believe concerning the One we have come to know as Y'shua, or Yahushua, 
the Messiah. 
 
The life and works of Y'shua of Natsaret was the fulfilment of a great number of prophesies clearly 
pointing towards a renewal of the covenant between Yahweh and his people and the restoration of 
certain eternal, but at the same time neglected principles, inherent to Yahweh's character and his 
way of dealing with people, like righteousness, favour and peace. The Messiah Himself interpreted 
his own coming along these lines - not as a new measure that was introduced to replace or to 
bring to an end that which came before, but as someone who valued the same truths as his 
predecessors and represented the very essence of the long awaited new covenant (featuring the 
same participants, the same basic requirements and the same context of the Torah). This 
covenant was "new" in the sense that sins of the past would be forgiven in a new way (a new 
measure of favour), the Torah would be written on people's hearts, instead of tablets of stone (a 
new ability towards obedience) and people other than "Jews" would be enabled to enter into this 
covenant (a new understanding of the concept "people of Yahweh"). See Matt 5:17-19; Matt 
26:28; 1 Cor 11:25; Ivrim / Hebrews 9:15; 13:20; YeshaYahu / Isaiah 55:3-5; 61:8; YermeYahu / 
Jeremiah 31:31-34; 50:5; Yechezkel / Ezekiel 16:60-63; 37:26. 
 
The identity of Y'shua of Natsaret is clearly to be distinguished from the identity of Yahweh the 
Almighty. He is portrayed in Scriptures as the Son of Elohim (Matt 14:33); the servant of Yahweh 
(YeshaYahu / Isaiah 42:1); the Word of Yahweh (Yahuchanan / John 1:1); the arm of Yahweh 
(YeshaYahu / Isaiah 53:1); the image of the invisible Elohim (Col 1:15); Immanuel, meaning "El is 
with us" (YeshaYahu / Isaiah 7:14; Matt 1:23); the brightness of the esteem of Yahweh (Ivrim / 
Hebrews 1:3); the distinctive mark of the substance of Yahweh (Ivrim / Hebrews 1:3); the First and 
the Last (Rev 2:8). He is, however never equated with Yahweh, the Almighty - not by Himself, nor 
by any of his direct disciples or apostles. Notice the clear distinction being drawn between Father 
and Son in the following verses: Devarim / Deuteronomy 18:18; Tehillim / Psalms 110:1; 
YeshaYahu / Isaiah 53:10; Matt 19:17; 27:46; Mark 14:35-36; Yahuchanan / John 3:16; 14:28; 
20:21; Acts 7:55; Rom 4:24-25; 1 Cor 3:23; 1 Cor 11:3; Gal 4:4-5; Eph 3:14; Phil 2:6-11; Col 1:19-
20; Ivrim / Hebrews 1:1-2; Rev 5:6-10. While we fully acknowledge the perfect unity between 
Father and Son (often compared in Scriptures to the unity that is expected in a marriage or 
between the followers of Messiah), and also the superiority of the Messiah above all creatures, 
there is, to our understanding, nothing in the authentic Scriptures to suggest that Y'shua is part of 
a so-called divine trinity, deserving of exactly the same adoration, fear and worship associated 
throughout Scriptures exclusively with Yahweh, the Almighty, the one and only Elohim of Yisrael. 



The uniqueness of Y'shua of Natsaret is not only in who He is but, more importantly, in what He 
came to do. He came to do exactly what his Name suggests - to establish the salvation ("shua", 
from "yeshua", meaning salvation, deliverance, rescue act) of Yahweh (or Yah). This was only 
possible through an attitude of complete subjection to the will of his Father, first and foremost 
through a life of complete obedience and compliance to the Torah - leaving a perfect Torah-based 
example for his followers to imitate. He proved his subjection to the will of his Father even to the 
point of death on a stake (thereby showing that He took upon Himself the curse for the sinful 
deeds, words and attitudes of others - Gal 3:13). In this way Y'shua's death was an atonement 
offering for people who had become estranged from (and also for people who had always been 
strangers to) the righteous Elohim, based on the pattern of atoning sacrifices in Scriptures. The 
uniqueness of the Messiah is furthermore demonstrated by his resurrection from the dead, after 
being in the grave (Heb. "sheol") for three days and three nights. His being resurrected (as the 
firstborn from the dead) established a victory with regards to Satan's monopoly over the realm of 
death, but is by no means an indication that believers will go straight to heaven when they die - it 
is however the sure foundation and proof that believers who have died in Messiah, will be 
resurrected like their Master at the appointed time of his coming. See in this regard Yahuchanan / 
John 13:15; 1 Cor 11:1; 1 Kepha / 1 Peter 2:21; Phil 2:8; 2 Cor 5:18-21; Eph 2:11-19; Matt 12:39-
40; Col 1:18; 1 Cor 15:20-23; 15:55. 
 
The legacy of Y'shua of Natsaret is that He not only provided a means for man to be restored in 
his relationship with Yahweh the Almighty, but that He brought true hope into the lives of people 
who had previously been without hope and without Elohim in this world (Eph 2:12). In all of this, 
the aspect of the favour of Yahweh can be seen most clearly. His favour does not exist in telling 
people that they do not have to obey his commandments anymore, because He will save them 
anyway, without any merit on their side. His favour becomes evident on quite a different level and 
may be seen in the fact that He was willing to grant forgiveness - even at the cost of the life of his 
own Son - so that people who previously had failed to obey his commandments, may experience 
his love and compassion in a way never before experienced in this world and, motivated by this 
experience, may begin afresh to fear Yahweh, obey his commandments and spread the good 
news concerning his plan of salvation. In this way Y'shua's words and work were distinctly aimed 
at drawing people closer to Yahweh and his words, not at replacing these with a "Jesus-culture" 
and a modern, man-made flavour foreign to the essential and eternal truths of Scriptures. See 1 
Yahuchanan / 1 John 2:3-5; Rom 6:15; 1 Cor 2:12; Gal 5:13-14; Eph 1:7; Col 1:6; 2 Thes 2:16; 1 
Tim 1:14-16; Ivrim / Hebrews 12:14-16; 1 Kepha / 1 Peter 1:13-15; 2:20; 5:10; Yehudah / Jude 1:4; 
Rev 22:18-21. 
 


