
WHO ARE WE AND WHAT DO WE BELIEVE? (4) 
 
In the previous section we formulated five questions that may help us to come to a position of 
clarity and certainty with regards to the things that we believe. We started off by looking into the 
first question, "Who is Yahweh?". We shall now proceed to the second: "What has Yahweh done 
in the past?" What we believe in the present is linked most directly to what Yahweh has done in 
the past. Belief is something that is motivated and shaped and strengthened by the great things 
Yahweh had done in the past. This is illustrated by Shemot / Exodus 14:31 "And Yisrael saw the 
great work which Yahweh had done in Mitsrayim, and the people feared Yahweh, and believed 
Yahweh and His servant Mosheh." We need to take notice of, and acknowledge what Yahweh had 
done in the past, making it part and parcel of our heritage as believers, or else we shall become 
like the generation of whom we read in Shophetim / Judges 2:10, the generation after the death of 
Yahushua (Joshua), the successor of Mosheh (Moses), a generation "who did not know Yahweh 
nor the work which He had done for Yisrael." Let us take a good look at those things that Yahweh 
had done in the past and ensure that our belief does not in any way depart from this sound 
Scriptural foundation. 
 
He created heaven and earth, including mountains, seas, rivers, plants and all living beings as an 
extension of his splendour, and man, in particular, to display his image. Bereshit / Genesis 1:1; 
1:26; Rom 1:20; Rev 4:11. 
 
He demonstrated his love, compassion and favour by stretching out a helping hand towards man, 
taking care of his needs and bestowing privileges and blessings upon him. Bereshit / Genesis 
1:28; 2:18; 9:1; Tehillim / Psalms 107:38; Phil 4:19. 
 
He showed his disappointment and rejection with regards to disobedience and sin by introducing 
measures of punishment and judgement upon those who disregard his words. Bereshit / 
Genesis3:15-17; Shemot / Exodus 32:35; Devarim / Deuteronomy 32:39; YeshaYahu / Isaiah 
24:6; Revelation 20:13. 
 
He chose unto Himself the people of Yisrael out of all the peoples of the world, established an 
eternal covenant with them and called them to a life of trust, obedience and set apartness. 
Bereshit / Genesis 17:7; Shemot / Exodus 19:5; Devarim / Deuteronomy 7:6-8; 14:2; 26:19; 28:9; 
Rom 11:2. 
 
He made known his plan to use the people of Yisrael to extend his favour towards all the peoples 
of the earth, allowing others to join in and become full participants of his covenant. Bereshit / 
Genesis 12:2-3; 17:4-5; Wayyikra / Leviticus 24:22; YeshaYahu / Isaiah 56:3-7; YermeYahu / 
Jeremiah 50:5; Acts 3:25; Rom 11:16-18. 
 
He performed mighty works of salvation in the midst of his people, proving time after time that no 
situation is hopeless when people put their trust in Yahweh and act upon his word. Shemot / 
Exodus 15:11; Devarim / Deuteronomy 3:24; Tehillim / Psalms 145:4; MattitYahu / Matthew 22:29. 
He provided a pattern for righteous living by establishing a set of teachings, also known as the 
Torah, and made these conditional to receiving blessings and protection out of his hand. Shemot / 
Exodus 23:25; Devarim / Deuteronomy 6:3; 7:11-13; 8:1; 28:1-2; Luke 11:28; Revelation 22:14. 
 
He surpassed the way of men by his repeated willingness to grant his forgiveness and extend his 
hand afresh towards his people, even when they have grieved him deeply. Shemot / Exodus 
32:14; Tehillim / Psalms 106:45; YermeYahu / Jeremiah 18:8; Yoél 2:13; Yonah 4:2; Ephesians 
4:32; 1 Yahuchanan / 1 John 1:9. 
 
He carefully selected men and women as instruments in his hands, to carry out his plans, make 
known his desires, and stand up against that which is sinful and wrong in this world. Bereshit 12:1; 



Shemot / Exodus 4:12; 1 Shemuel / 1 Samuel 16:12; YeshaYahu 6:8; YermeYahu 1:9; Acts 9:15; 
20:28. 
 
He sent his own Son to this world as an extreme measure of his love and a means to bring 
reconciliation and redemption to people who have forfeited their part in his covenant. Bereshit / 
Genesis 3:15; Tehillim / Psalms 110:1; YeshaYahu / Isaiah 7:14; 9:6; 11:1-2; 42:1; MichaYah / 
Micah 5:2; Yahuchanan / John 1:14; 3:16; Rom 8:32. 
 
He compared his own relationship with his people to that between a husband (bridegroom) and 
wife (bride) and pleaded with them to be loyal, faithful and pure until the end. Tehillim / Psalms 
45:11; YeshaYahu 54:5; 62:5; Hoshea 2:16-19; TsephanYah / Zephaniah 3:17; 2 Cor 11:2; 
Ephesians 5:27; Revelation 19:7. 
 
He revealed a future time of punishment (for those who turned their backs upon Him) and 
salvation (for those who guarded the words of Yahweh and the testimony of Y'shua). Tehillim / 
Psalms 62:12; YeshaYahu / Isaiah 5:16; YermeYahu / Jeremiah 17:10; Amos 4:12; Hebrew 5:9; 
Revelation 2:23; 20:4. 
 


